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By john McMillan 

and DON HUGHES 
Government star rebut- 
tal witness Pershing (X 
Gervals testified Wednes- 
day that pinball owners 
paid Dish Atty. Jim Garri- 
son $50 a day in bribe 
money every day from the 
first year he took office—* 
1962 — until raids by fed- 
eral agents effectively cur- 
tailed the gambling , busi- 
ness in November of 1970* 
Gervals, the man of 
mystery whose presence 
in court was felt on 
every day of the Ove- 
week-old trial but whose 
physical appearance was 
reserved until Wednes- 
day, said after Novem- 
ber, 1970 Garrison re- 
ceived lesser amounts 
until he was arrested 
June 30, 1971. 

It was G e r v a i s who 
worked in an undercover 
capacity for the federal 
government and cooper- 
ated in making tape re- 
corded conversations of ak 
Ieged bribe payoffs, to Gar- 
rison. 

He identified those re- 
cordings as being accurate, 
said the payoffs had oc- 

— Ph&io b* H. J. Powersoft The Times- Pita rune Staff. CUTred and that he deilV- 

ABBIVING at the federal building Wednesday to testify for ered the money to the dis- 
the prosecution in the pinball bribery case is star witness trict attorney 

s ■ - ■ _ . The courtroom was failed to 

capacity* extra chairs were pro- 
vided to accommodate the large 
number of reporters and a 
crowd was lined up at the door 
hoping to get in as Gervais told 
of how he said Garrison cor- 
rupted him and how Garrison 
received approximately $150,-. 
000 in bribes since he has been 
the district attorney of Orleans 
Parish. 


Cash Allegedly Was Paid 
for Niue Years 
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"Gervais -was dapper In a 
cream -colored knit suit with a 
matching shirt and brown tie 
for his saga oj bribe payments 
and corruption in the DA ’5 of- 
fice, The burly former police- 
man looked out at the crowd 
through large steel-rimmed 
glasses and seemed to enjoy 
himself as he told the Story of 
the beginning of Garrison's al- 
leged involvement in the brib- 
ery business. 

The 52-year-old, silver-gray 
haired Gervais was takcti 
. through his account of the al- 
leged bribe scheme by Assist- 
ant U* *S, Atty. Michael EUR, 
This is what he said: 

He told of meeting Garrison 
when he was in the Army, Then 
after rarely seeing him for 
years — years that he was a 
policeman and was fired after 
be refused to resign from the 
forc e “until the heat” of an in- 

Cont. tn Sec. 1, Page 2, Col, 4 


Jvestlgatton was off at the re- 1 
Vest of the then-assistant su-| 
permtendent 1 

In 1961, he met Garrison at j 
“Dan's Chinese Restaurant at; 
the corner oi Bourbon and Tou-i 
louse" where Garrison was 
planning his campaign strategy, 
lor his first race for the office* 
of district attorney, 

* fie said he became, involved 
In the campaign “by degrees' 1 , 
and was offered jobs if .Garrison 
got elected hut turned them 
down until he was finally per-: 
suaded to be&me Garrison's- 
chief investigate^, . H ‘ * j 
f „Once in th e h gLsajd/he : 
“proceeded to do those func- 
tions normally assigned to the 
police department.” 

He added that he began to 
investigate the pinball gambling 
| business and obtained a list at 
; City Hall of all the bars and 
other locations which were pin- 
ball machine outlets. 

Although the list is a public 
reeprd, he said, he was at 
first refused access £0 it* but 
finally obtained the list. 

Gervais said there were in ex- 
cess of 2,000 machines in the 
city, - , , , 

He said, “It was my thought; 
that there were many ways to 
effect” the elimination of illegal 
pinball gambling, adding: “One 
, thing was to wait until the po- 
lice department would periodle- 
1 ally make raids and got one or 
two machines. 

“My thought was to go get 
additional ones. Then write to 
the owners what was occurring 
land to the landlords of the es- 


tablishments f where the ma- 
le tunes were) that we could pad- 
i lock their building/* 

I "My thought was” he contin- 
ued, “that if we did this several 
[times and got a judge whtv 
I wouldn’t give them the usual 
fine bur put them hi jail* other 
judges maybe would follow suit. 
t “Then we would call on the 
City Council to declare these 
machines a nuisance. This 
I would cause people who 'go I 
■ along* to change their attitude | 
and stop it’ 1 

He said he also wanted “to 
show the wealth of the (pinball) 
owners. Apply what people in 
New Orleans call ‘the heat 1 . To 
put the heat there and keep it.” 
He said he told Garrison cf 
this plan shortly after Garrison 
l took office. He said he first : 

‘ mentioned it while riding in a 
car in the 100 block of Royal. 
Street. 

Gervais testifed that Garrison 
said, “You have to forget that 
idea,” Gervais added* “He said 
that he had received a consider- 
able contribution from the pin- 
ball industry” during his elec- 
tion campaign. 

The sizable sum* Gervais 
said, was §10,000 which was 
paid to Garrison by the pinball 
industry through one of Garri- 
son's aides* Denis Barry. (Barry 
is currently running for tfoe of- 
fice of district attorney him- 
self.) 

Gervais said 'he told Garri- 
sou the contribution was 
“equal to a S10 contribution 
from, me, I said, ‘Big deal/ if 
they gave you a contribution 
1 [or good government, let's give 
J em good government/ ” 

But Gervais said Garrison 
said: “No* there would be an- 
other campaign," 

He said Garrison then intro- 
duced him to John Aruns Gal- 
lery, a former partner in a pin- 
bail business who is standing 
trial with the DA and another 
pinball executive* Robert Nims 
— the owner of REN Enterpris- 
es, 

’ They and other pinball owners 
are accused of paying bribes to 
| Garrison and two police offi- 
cers, 

Gervais said that Gallery' 
was identified te him by Gar- 
rison as the man who handled 
the campaign funds for the 
pinball dealers. Gervais said 
he met Caltery for the first 
time at Dan’s Chinese Res- 
taur a n t, Gervais continued 
“One side (of the restaurant! 
wsi for everyday business 


| and the other was fancy, We 
met on the fancy side. 

: h Wc diseased the amount of 

: money to fee paid, how it was to 
!bc paid. 11 

: The money — $60 a day paid, 
imonthty originally and later 
semi-month lv — was to be de- 
livered to Garrison “strangciv 
enough so that he would- do 
I nothing/* Gervais said, 

I. Ho said Gallery told him the 
1 00 lice department was already 
being bribed and “we just don't 
want any waves to come out of . 
the DA T s office.” 

Gervais said the arrangement 
called for him to get 10 per cent f 
of the bribes, 

Ellis asked Gervais if he [ 
told Garrison what the mo^y 1 
was for when he brought the 
first payment to file Da Ger- 
vais said Tie hud previously 
discussed it with Garrison and 
that “There’s no point in 
milking the same cow twice." 

He said that’s a phrase used 
where he currently Jives, Brook- 
haven* Miss., where he operates 
a pizza parlor. 

On Wednesday morning. La- 
bour called several witnesses 
[who testified that Nims and his 
wife had been attending a vend- 
ing machine operators conven- 
tion in Point Clear, A:a., on 
Oct. 4* 1970. 

Soule had testified earlier m 
the trial that il was on Oct. 4, 
1970* that he met at a GcntiUy 
[shopping center with Hints and 
Gallery* and that he received 
§1,000 'in bribe money from 
Nims. 

One of LaCour’s witnesses, 
was Mrs. Janice Fatten of Mo- 
desto* Calif., who said that she 
and her husband were met by 
Nims and his wife at Hew Or- 
leans international Airport on 
Oct, 2 f ol 1970, and the two 
couples drove from New Or- 
leans to Point Clear, staying at 
the Grand Hotel there until Oct. 
5 - 

LaCour produced and in- 
troduced as evidence the hotel 
records of those dates showing 
that Nims and his wife were 
.registered there during that 
time. The records were identi- 
fied by Mrs. Patton. 

Also testifying along the same 
lines was Lawrence LeSturgeon, 
a vending machine operator 
l from Charlotte, N.C,* who said 
I he saw Ninos at the convention 
each day* and also that he w as 
in Nims 1 presence between Oct, 
14-18, 1970* at a Music Opera- 
tors of America convention in 
Chicago, 111. 

rlt was no! clear why the de- 
fprici* was establishing Nims* 
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whereabouts for the later dates, 
but speculation was that LaCour 
wanted to show /rial Nims was 
also out of the city at another 
period during that month should 
.Soule he called as a rebuttal 
witness hv the government* 
i changing his testimony of the 
j alleged meeting. m . .j 

i Frederick Granger, an execu- 
tive of Music Operators ol 
i America* also testified that 
■Nims was Ihe Sherman 
He^se Hotel for the entirety of 
the Chicago convention. 

Earlier, LaCour called upon 
several local bar owners to 
state that they had used Daily 
Bingo pinball machines owned 
by Nims' Lucky Coin Machine 
Co.* bur that Nims had .informed, 
them that he was closing clown 
Lucky Coin and going out of the 
gambling-type pinball business- 
prior to the end of 1970, These' 
witnesses included Milton House* 
who operated House’s House at 
215 Bourbon: Harold E, IV riser 
Sr, whp had the Campus Pack- 
age Liquor Store at 1641 Marig- 
ny, and Ernest Calcagno who 
operated Cal’s Fo Boys at 328 S, 
Prieur. ■ „* B 

The day's first defense 
witness was Walter I. Kahn, 
revenue collector with the New 
1 Orleans Revenue' Department*, 
’who brought with him Ms of- 
-lice’s records of permits issued 
jon coin-operated machines dur- 
ing 1971 and 1972. 

Kahn explained that a city 
permit for a gambling type pin- 
ball machine cost $50* while the 
non-gambling flipper type per- 
mit cost 510. He testified that 
during 1971 and 1972* noil her 
Nims, his wife* Lucky Coin nor 
Ren Enterprises had purchased; 
any of the $50 permits, [ 

On cross-examination fro nr 
Gaflingbouse* Kahn said tha( 
records for previous year* 
which he had brought to court; 
showed that Nims and his firms* 
had bought more that 100 such; 
permits for the three previous* 
■years, ; 

i The government’s questioning, 
[of Gervais will resume at - 10* 
la.m. Thursday, rj ^ * 


